Difficult Situation of Pancreas Transplantation in the Setting of Scarce Organ Donation.
Currently, pancreas transplantation has been a promising strategy to restore long-term normoglycemia as well as to improve life quality for patients with insulin-dependent diabetes mellitus (DM). However, the discrepancy between the number of organs needed and the number donated for transplantation is always enormous. Under a setting of scarce organ donations, we examined our limited experience of pancreas transplantation. A retrospective review of pancreas transplantations was performed with the use of data from the Taiwan Organ Registry and Sharing Center and the Ministry of Health and Welfare. Pancreas transplantations in the Organ Transplantation Institute of Chang Gung Memorial Hospital also were reviewed. At present, there are 5 medical centers approved for pancreas transplantation in Taiwan. Overall, a total of 156 pancreas transplantations were performed from 2005 to the end of 2016; only 9 of them were performed in the Organ Transplantation Institute of Chang Gung Memorial Hospital. Although the number of organ donations is rising, pancreas transplantation numbers remain low. More than 20 pancreas transplantations were performed in 2016, yet there remained a total of 111 patients registered on the wait list for pancreas transplantation at the end of this study. Thus the gap between organ donation and transplantation is still vast. With continuing improvements in Taiwanese health policies and public education regarding organ transplantation, organ donation rates have risen steadily in recent years. Moreover, quality control and continuing evolution in organ transplantation is crucial to ameliorate the difficult situation of pancreas transplantation and other solid organ transplantation in the context of low levels of donation.